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BLS Spotlight on Statistics: Worker Safety and Health 
Abstract 
[Excerpt] June is National Safety Month. In recognition, here is a look at BLS data on work‐related 
fatalities and nonfatal workplace injuries and illnesses. 
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Worker Safety and Health 





  WORK-RELATED FATALITIES 
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NONFATAL WORKPLACE INJURIES AND ILLNESSES 
 





rate  of  4.2 nonfatal  injuries  and  illnesses per 100  full‐time workers. 
About 3 out of 10 of  these  cases  required a day or more away  from 
work.    Total  injury  and  illness  incidence  rates,  as  well  as  rates  for 








BLS SPOTLIGHT ON STATISTICS WORKER SAFETY AND HEALTH www.bls.gov/spotlight 
 U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 7 


















BLS SPOTLIGHT ON STATISTICS WORKER SAFETY AND HEALTH www.bls.gov/spotlight 
 U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 8 
Severity of Nonfatal Workplace Injuries and 
Illnesses 
A  key measure  of  the  severity  of  nonfatal  occupational  injuries  and 
illnesses  is  the  number  of  days  away  from work.  In  2007,  workers 
required a median of 7 days away from work to recuperate from their 
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Musculoskeletal Disorders 
Nursing  aides  and  emergency medical  technicians  have  some  of  the 
highest reported rates of musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs) requiring 
days  away  from  work.  These  disorders  are  often  referred  to  as 
“ergonomic  injuries”  and  are  injuries  or  illnesses  affecting  the 
connective  tissues  of  the  body  such  as  muscles,  nerves,  tendons, 
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When are Injuries and Illnesses Most Likely to 
Occur? 
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General Information 
For more information, please call (202) 691‐5200. 
Media Contact  
The news media can contact the BLS Press Officer at 
(202) 691‐5902. 
 
Note:  Data in text, charts and tables are the latest available at the time 
of publication. Internet links may lead to more recent data. 
